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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION, UNITED STATES WARSHIPS 

598. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
I refer to the document “Consulting Citizens: A Resource Guide” launched by the Premier in April 2002 in 
which a number of principles of good community consultation were established, and I draw the substance of my 
question from these principles. 
In the case of the proposed sea-swap program the State Government will provide maintenance infrastructure to 
United States warships and allow for the potential use of the Lancelin defence training area by the US military.  
For each of the following will the Leader of the House describe what actions the State Government has taken to - 

(a) profile the community or region so that it knows the people it needs to work with; 

(b) educate them about the issues and alternatives already identified; and 

(c) participate with them in a process of mutual education and joint problem solving?  
Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
The use of the Lancelin defence training area and all associated defence facilities is the province of the 
Commonwealth Government.  As the member is aware, under section 51 of the Commonwealth Constitution, all 
matters of defence are under the Commonwealth’s jurisdiction and the State Government has no control over 
these matters.  The actions that the State Government can take in relation to community consultation on this 
matter are severely restrained.  As outlined in the document “Consulting Citizens: A Resource Guide”, it is 
neither effective nor appropriate to consult if a final decision has already been made, or if a commissioning body 
cannot implement a final decision, which is the case in this matter. 
 


